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Rising and volatile prices

 Low-income Wx is expensive

 Low-income Wx saves energy, but little 
capacity (summer peak load)
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Broad poverty

.
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Income not keeping pace

.

IAEE September 2012
Jerrold Oppenheim & Theo MacGregor  
www.DemocracyAndRegulation.com 4



Building blocks

 Weatherization and efficiency
 Low-income-specific

 Cash assistance

 Termination restrictions and other 
protections
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Wealthy not always the 

most generous
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Benefits of

low-income 

energy

efficiency



Lessons for US

 Pay attention to the dangers of poverty

 Cross-border aid yields benefits to all

Differences in wealth

Differences re: Carbon

 Short-term economic focus misses climate
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Poverty
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Disparities

.
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Climate

.
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Climate

.
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Lessons for Europe

 Poverty, not fuel poverty

 Cross-border aid yields benefits to all

Differences in wealth

Differences re: Carbon, efficiency

 Climate focus misses injury to poor

 Low-income-specific efficiency and benefits
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Poverty

.
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2010 At-risk-of-poverty rate

after transfers
EU 27 16%

Bulgaria 21%
Germany 16%

France 14%
Hungary 12%

United Kingdom 17%

William Baker, Consumer Focus,

“Evaluating impact of energy efficiency on fuel poverty,” 

presentation to IEA Workshop, March 2012



Disparities

.
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Energy price and tax 

policy vs. poor
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G, T, & D
54.7%

http://www.democracyandregulation.com/


Target low-income

.
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US South &

Southeastern Europe

 Much more difficult to address poverty

 Scale of cross-border funding

 EE as economic development
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Democratic debate

Available from the authors here.
Or order at
www.
DemocracyAndRegulation.com
Or +1-978-283-0897
JerroldOpp@
DemocracyAndRegulation.com

http://www.democracyandregulation.com/
http://www.democracyandregulation.com/
http://www.democracyandregulation.com/
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About the Speaker

Jerrold Oppenheim is an independent consultant and attorney 
who has advised and represented low-income and other utility 
consumer advocates, government agencies, labor, and utilities 
across the country for more than 40 years. A graduate of 
Harvard College and Boston College Law School, he led utility 
litigation and argued precedent-setting cases for four 
Attorneys General in New York State and Massachusetts; for 
Legal Services in Boston, Chicago and New York City; and for 
the National Consumer Law Center. He founded the 
Renewable Energy Technology Analysis project at Pace 
University Law School and is now a member of the Center for 
Public Utilities Advisory Council, New Mexico State University. 
He has spoken and published on four continents, including 
Democracy And Regulation with Theo MacGregor and Greg 
Palast, published by Pluto Press (London) and winner of the 
ACLU Upton Sinclair Award.
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